Teaching Design for Unit 9 Section B Reading: "Sad but Beautiful"
                        Hu  Chengwen
I. Basic Information
Grade: Junior high school (Grade 8)
Topic: Abing and his famous folk music Erquan Yingyue
[bookmark: _GoBack]Class Duration: 45 minutes
Teaching Materials: Based on the given PPT
II. Teaching Objectives
By the end of the class, students will be able to:
Learn new words: sense, sadness, pain, reflect, master, praise, in total.
Understand Abing’s story and his spirit of never giving up.
Learn two reading skills: finding supporting details and making mind-maps.
Know about Chinese folk music and love traditional culture.
III. Teaching Key and Difficult Points
Key Points:
Understand the main ideas of each paragraph.
Learn new words and use them in simple situations.
Difficult Points:
See the link between Abing’s hard life and the sadness in Erquan Yingyue.
Use mind-maps to sort out text information.
IV. Teaching Procedures
Step 1: Pre-reading 
Warm-up: Show a concert picture and ask: “Have you been to a concert? What music did you hear?” Let 2 students share.
Listen and guess: Play a short part of Erquan Yingyue. Ask: “What instrument is this?” Tell students it’s the erhu.
Lead-in: Say: “Today we’ll learn about a great musician Abing and his music Erquan Yingyue. Let’s start!”
Step 2: While-reading 
1. Fast Reading (8 minutes)
Ask students to read the text quickly and answer:
What’s the music’s name? (Erquan Yingyue / Moon Reflected on Second Spring)
Who wrote the music? (Abing)
Match each paragraph with its main idea:
Para 1: The writer was moved by Erquan Yingyue.
Para 2: Abing’s life story.
Para 3: Abing’s music is still popular today.
2. Careful Reading (17 minutes)
Para 1: Guide students to read and fill in the fish-bone map. Ask: “How did the writer feel about the music?” Find key words: beautiful, sadness, pain, moving, moved. Summarize as “sad but beautiful”.
Para 2: Let students read and complete the timeline:
1893: Born in Wuxi.
Young age: Mother died.
17 years old: Good at playing musical instruments.
After father died: Poor, ill, blind; lived on the street and played music for money.
After marriage: Still played music on the street.
Ask: “What kind of life did Abing live?” Choose B (hard).
Para 3: Students work in pairs to finish the tree map:
Musical skills: Could play over 600 pieces; many were his own works.
Recorded pieces: Only 6.
Today’s popularity: Great erhu masters play and praise Erquan Yingyue; it’s a national treasure.
Step 3: Post-reading 
Group Work: Divide into 6-person groups. Each group picks a task (A/B/C):
Task A: Introduce Abing (job: folk musician; instrument: erhu; famous work: Erquan Yingyue).
Task B: Talk about Abing’s life (use the timeline).
Task C: Share what we can learn from Abing (e.g., never give up when facing difficulties).
Class Show: Invite one student from each group to share.
Think: Ask: “Why do people like Erquan Yingyue?” Guide students to answer: “Its sad beauty tells Abing’s life and makes people remember their own sad experiences.”
Step 4: Summary and Homework 
Summary: Review new words, Abing’s story, reading skills and his spirit.
Homework:
Must do: Finish Exercise 2d on Page 71.
Choose one:
Package A: Make an English poster to introduce Abing and Erquan Yingyue with mind-maps.
Package B: Write a short article about your favorite music (answer: What music do you like? Why? How does it make you feel? Why should others listen to it?).
Step :Teaching Reflection
Good Points
Follows the PPT closely: All activities like “listen and guess”, “fast reading”, mind-maps and group work are from the PPT. It’s easy to use in class.
Simple and clear steps: From pre-reading to post-reading, the tasks are not too hard. Students can finish them step by step.
Combines knowledge and spirit: Students learn words and reading skills, and also Abing’s spirit of never giving up. The lyrics from A Lonely Brave Man make students feel inspired.
More interaction: Listening, group work and sharing make students more active in class.
Things to Improve
Time control: Filling in three mind-maps may take too long for some students. Next time, let students work in pairs to finish, so we can save time.
Difficult points help: Some students can’t see the link between Abing’s life and the music’s sadness. Next time, ask simple questions like “Which part of Abing’s life makes the music sad?” to help them.
Vocabulary teaching: Just listing new words is not enough. Next time, explain words with text sentences, like “The music reflects Abing’s sadness” to help students understand.
Group work participation: Some students don’t join in group work. Next time, give each student a role (e.g., writer, speaker) to make sure everyone takes part.

